
A prime spot to photograph woodland wildflowers, 

birds and insects is the Lincoln National Forest in 

Southern New Mexico.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

**If you go in summer, be sure to pack rain gear, because 

severe thunder storms may appear without much warning. 

 

Lincoln National Forest 



A rainy aspen grove, photographed in early July, the beginning of the 

rainy season. The rain saturated the colors and made the aspen bark 

appear brown. 
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Lincoln National Forest 

Stream orchid, Epipactis gigantea. In 

one of the permanent seeps grows a 

native, wild orchid with flowers about 

2 inches across. 

 

Elk weed, Frasera speciosa  whose  

flowers are about 2 inches across. 



Lincoln National Forest 

grows nowhere  

else but in the 

Sacramentos, 

visited by a 

broadtail 

hummingbird. 
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The nodding Sacramento Mountain thistle, Cirsium vinaceum 



Lincoln National Forest 

Here is a flower fly, which mimics a 

wasp. One of the amazing number of 

insects in the forest. 

 

Crab spiders are skilled predators, only ½ inch in 

diameter.  They can change their color to blend in with 

the flower  they hide on . These spiders have a wide 

range of habitats and can also be found in the low 

desert of Las Cruces.  
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Cloudcroft Area 

Karr Canyon Autumn Steve McIlree 


